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2015 was an important year for all countries in the world with the adoption of the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) and the Paris Agreement, but it was particularly important for SIDS as the 

SDGs and the Paris Agreement set the world in motion to ensure the survival of island nations. 

Although SIDS are always willing to show their support and propel the international community forward, 

for some Agreements, flexibility is embedded into the agreements to take into consideration the 

national contexts of SIDS, such as, the limited human capacity and resources to place another additional 

burden. An example of this can be seen in the Paris Agreement where there are some reporting 

obligations such as the adaptation communication where SIDS are provided with flexibility with such a 

reporting obligation. Similarly, annually during the United Nations High Level Political Forum (HLPF), 

countries voluntarily present their voluntary national review (VNR) and some SIDS have presented these 

so far. However, from the reporting obligations to voluntarily committing to show how far you are with 

the SDGs, these seem like daunting tasks. It would probably be assumed that it would be easy to 

collect data in SIDS with very few people, relatively small governments and the scale of any 

programmes or projects. Regardless of these factors, limited human resources and lack of tools have 

meant people do not have time for data collection and then supplying it for various international 

frameworks.  

 

To address this challenge, the SIDS Youth AIMS Hub – Seychelles, a youth-led NGO promoting and 

advancing sustainable development through youth-led projects, recently launched the Climate 

Accountability Advocates whereby a pool of young people responsible for tracking whether the 

Seychelles is fulfilling the climate pledges (nationally determined contributions) it made at Paris in 2015 

and four other sustainable development goals (SDGs): SDG 7 (clean energy), 13 (climate action), 14 (life 

below water) and 15 (life on land). Through this initiative, it seeks to add human-power to what could 

be a one-person office.  

 

It is also making use of a tool that makes project coordination, impact analysis and data collection easy 

through a mobile App, Verdentum.  

 

Verdentum has been focused on addressing the difficulty associated with reporting and impact analysis 

on development sector projects, across the 17 SDGs. The Verdentum platform is designed to help 

everyone from large international organizations and nations to small volunteer groups launch, 

coordinate and track impact on their projects. The platform was created out of the need to better 

understand progress on projects in real-time and integrate everyone involved, from senior policy 

makers to ground level staff. The app is designed for easy field use, including by young students and 

volunteers who may have no formal monitoring & evaluation training. The platform also seeks to use 

artificial intelligence (AI) features and data from a range of devices to increase the quality of impact 

https://verdentum.org/


 

analysis. Verdentum currently has users in over 30 countries and engages with some of the world’s 

leading international organizations including the Commonwealth Secretariat, numerous UN bodies and 

non-profits across continents.  

 

The platform has been specifically configured to collect and analyze wide-ranging types of data from 

various stakeholders involved with climate change mitigation in the Seychelles, for example: 

 

 SDG 13: The Seychelles considers itself a net sink but how are we ascertaining whether we are 
increasing our forest cover.  There are numerous organisations that engage in tree planting 
activities in the private sector as a team- building activity but the data is not being collected, 
this app provides them the platform to upload the number and type of trees planted and 
calculates the co2 offset. The platform also has the ability to integrate data from satellite 
imaging to cross-verify reported data.  

 

 SDG 14: The Government of Seychelles has designated a number of marine protected areas 
(MPAs) within the Exclusive Economic Zone and recently designated an MPA equated to the 
size of Great Britain that took us beyond our Aichi obligations and significantly contributed to 
SDG 14. Projects aimed at preserving the MPAs can report through the platform. Drone-
captured images and footage can also be integrated with the platform to better monitor 
designated areas.  

 

 SDG 7 – Seychelles receives significant foreign investment from close neighbours for renewable 
energy with plans of floating solar farms. Data on these renewable energy projects can help us 
to understand how renewable energy is being increased in the energy mix, who is investing, 
how much is being invested and which projects are most effective. Whether we will reach our 
policy goal for clean energy and an increase of renewable energy to 15% in the coming years is 
now being tracked. 

 

In addition to collecting data, the tool features detailed analysis of the data to provide a clear 

understanding of whether progress is being made on the mission to take mitigation action and its 

effects. Verdentum is conducting constant research and finding new ways through artificial intelligence 

to read and understand the data being collected.  

 

Furthermore, this initiative adds value to the thinking that Governments are not the only actors 

contributing to achieving the Paris Agreement or the SDGs. Hence, anyone can be a data collector as 

the tool is provided to stakeholders from civil society organizations and private sector entities who can 

simply input the work that they are doing and which SDG it aligns to. From policy, research, programmes 

and projects.  

 

 



 

 

The data will be used for a few purposes. The first, it provides disaggregated data and tracking of our 

performance in achieving the SDGs. This information will then be relayed in accessible formats such as 

infographics and a quarterly newsletter. Also, given that SIDS already have limited capacity to fulfil 

reporting obligations under the Paris Agreement, a formal annual report will be created to assist the 

Ministry of Environment with this international obligation. Second, the data will be used to enable 

evidence-based policies and projects. As part of the funding opportunity provided by UNDP, we will 

provide seed-funding for project derived from the data collected. For example, if it is felt that 

insufficient efforts are being made on SDG 7, a campaign to encourage the local population to opt for 

local initiatives to encourage buying of solar panels and choose more energy efficiency lifestyles and 

habits could be created.  

 

SIDS are frequently the first States to experience the harsh effects of climate change – they need a 

better real-time understanding of whether their efforts are meeting the targets that have been set 

forth for addressing climate change and for mitigating its effects. Technology can help them achieve this 

real-time understanding and can fill, in many ways, the resource gaps that SIDS face when it comes to 

monitoring, evaluation and reporting obligations. Technology cuts human resource costs and also 

provides a way for citizens, corporations and government to be integrated in the process of 

addressing climate change. Additionally, analysis through technology, especially through the use of AI 

and data collected through devices, including drones, pH level readers and more, provides a far higher 

level of accuracy and understanding on progress than traditional paper and pencil reporting ever can. 

Too frequently, analysis of data from projects takes place far too late in SIDS, when little can be done to 

increase impact or prevent harm, technology offers a solution.  

A Blog written by Angelique Pouponneau, co-founder of SIDS Youth AIMS Hub - Seychelles and Rohit 

Pothukuchi, Founder and Executive Director of Verdentum. 

 


