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federated states of micronesia

 

The Pacific Islands region is among the world’s most vulnerable regions in the face of climate change. This also applies 
to Yap State, one of the four states making up the Federated States of Micronesia. This solution addresses the problem 

of declining fish and shellfish populations through effective management 
as well as enhancing community capacity to adapt to climate change in the 
State of Yap.

The community-based ecosystem approach to fisheries management 
(CEAFM) tackles these challenges by raising awareness on different fishing 
practices, developing community-owned management and conservation 
measures, and by introducing Fish Aggregating Devices (FADs) that attract 
pelagic fish to offshore areas in order to alleviate fish pressure on inshore 
areas. This management helps to improve catch rates and provides alterna- 
tive livelihood options for local communities.

 

Community consultations

   

This solution is being implemented through the regional programme Coping with Climate Change in the Pacific Island Region 
(CCCPIR), a joint initiative of the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC), the State of Yap, the national government of the 
Federated States of Micronesia and Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) on behalf of the German 
Federal Ministry for the Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ).

   
Community manage-
ment plans
Communities analyse 
their fishing practices 
and develop commu-
nity-owned manage-
ment plans. This is 
supported by aware-
ness raising programs 
as well as technical 
advice.

Fish Aggregating Devices (FADs) 
These devices attract pelagic fish 
to a certain offshore area and 
therefore facilitate offshore fish-
eries. This alleviates fishing pres-
sure on inshore areas and provides 
alternative livelihoods for the local 
community. Communities receive 
in depth training on the construc-
tion, maintenance and monitoring 
of these devices.

Capacity building of stake-
holders
The Secretariat of the Pacific 
Community offers a number of 
regional and local capacity buil-
ding programmes for national 
and state government officials 
as well as community represen-
tatives. These teach management 
and specific skills at all levels of 
expertise.

FADs attract tuna and other pelagic fish 
making it easer to catch them

School children presenting their 
posters on „Climate Change, Coast- 
al Fisheries and Communities“
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The Yap Department of Resources & Development Director comments: 

I am very happy about how CEAFM has turned out in Yap. The Fish Aggregating Devices activity has provided the 
general public not only the choice for alternate food and income source, but also the opportunity to look at how other 
activities may help and promote the management of our marine resources and our communities simultaneously not 
only for the future but today as well.«  

»

Community members are trained 
in construction, deployment and 
maintenance of FADs
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