The Most Renewable Resource? Knowledge!
“Six ways in which the Aruba Centre of Excellence for SIDS has
made knowledge flow in sustainable energy”
The Aruba Centre of Excellence (COE) for SIDS – a UNDP initiative – has quite a knowledge challenge: it aims to help all SIDS across all

SDGs. However, demand from SIDS policy-makers has surfaced some obvious topics more than others: sustainable tourism, marine
biodiversity, waste management, access to finance, and renewable energy. Yes, SDGs should always be considered in combination, but
it seems that for SIDS some SDGs – like SDG 7 on energy – are more equal than others.

Hence, in COE’s short history, SDG7 has been one of the focus areas as it fosters knowledge capture and sharing between SIDS.

Hundreds of professionals from SIDS from around the world have benefited from these knowledge exchanges (see 6 examples below).

One thing has become apparent: there is a clear need among energy practitioners and policy-makers from SIDS to be able to access
good practices with ‘how-to’ knowledge’ from other SIDS. Below are listed 6 key knowledge activities of the COE that aim to address

this need, including links to corresponding resources. We hope you can benefit from this existing knowledge and leverage them for
your own energy challenges. Feel free to reach out to the COE team for more information or to explore opportunities for collaboration;
as you will notice we develop all our knowledge activities in partnership with others.

I.

Workshop: Roadmaps for Sustainable Energy

This workshop was supported by IRENA and facilitated by renewable energy experts from TNO Caribbean and addressed the
key challenges and opportunities of sustainable energy in an island context. 26 policymakers from SIDS from around the world

participated in this 3 day workshop that underlined the need to create a roadmap for the energy transition. Find the presentation
here.
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II.
Online Course: Sustainable
Energy for SIDS Policy-makers

IV. Community session: Putting
Energy Knowledge in Motion

A 5-week online course was developed in collaboration with

Together with the renewable energy community CAREC, the COE

and NGOs. The lively online discussions and cases presented

professionals. Based on discussions and mobile polling, their key

Hamburg University of Applied Sciences in which close to 400

organized a gathering of the Caribbean energy community with

learners participated, from government, academia, private sector

a specific focus on the knowledge needs of renewable energy

by participants were at least as insightful as the curriculum

needs surfaced: a one-stop online shop for the latest renewable

itself. It underlined the value of eLearning platforms to connect

energy trends, a mechanism for sharing best practices, and more

geographically dispersed participants with similar challenges.

face-to-face meeting opportunities. Find more information on

Find the learning platform here.

the community here.

III. Hackathon: Ideas for Building
Back Better

V.
Technical Assistance: Energy
Missions to SIDS

After the devastating hurricanes of 2017 in the Caribbean,

The COE has offered several technical assistance missions with

better. In the end 21 teams produced innovative ideas for a more

by TNO Caribbean. For example, energy-related missions were

the COE together with EY Caribbean organized a hackathon in

the objective of supporting SIDS policy-makers on the ground in

St.Maarten to surface ideas from the community to build back

developing renewable energy roadmaps. They are carried out

resilient island future, of which 7 had a strong renewable energy

held in Jamaica, Seychelles and Vanuatu. Across all SIDS involved,

component, like resilient housing with integrated solar power.

the common insight was that without an inclusive multi-

The event underlined how important it is to give all of society’s

stakeholder approach a successful energy transition is extremely

stakeholders a voice and confirmed that renewable energy is

challenging at the least. Read a corresponding article here.

a prerequisite for a resilient island. Find the debrief document
with the ideas here.
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VI. Case Study: Multi-stakeholder
Engagement Approach for Energy
Transition
Together with the Government of Aruba, the COE analysed
how the country was managing its ambitious energy transition
to ensure renewable energy would be the dominant source of
energy for the future. It not only underlines Aruba’s commitment

to sustainable development, but also its willingness to share its
experiences along the way. A key insight that surfaced was that

progress only really got underway when diverse stakeholders –

especially policy-makers, politicians and engineers – sat at the
same table and came to a common understanding of both vision
and implementation. Find the case study here.

Even though the 6 knowledge sharing mechanisms varied - from

in-person to online, from on the ground to conference rooms,
from broad to specific - some common themes appeared as the
COE looked for good practices in sustainable energy for SIDS:
•

Limited economies of scale and central resources

means island-island cooperation is imperative.
•

Inclusive

multi-stakeholder

approaches

prerequisite to successful energy projects.
•

are

a

Renewable energy is a key component of more

sustainable, resilient future for SIDS.
•

Preferences for knowledge sharing mechanisms vary,

hence a combined approach is advised.

Author:
Arno Boersma, Manager
arno.boersma@undp.org
Aruba Centre of Excellence for the
Sustainable Development of SIDS [UNDP]
www.SustainableSIDS.org

17

