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A welcome message from  
Hon. Gaston A. Browne, Prime Minister

Antigua & Barbuda, May 21st - 22nd 2018

Welcome to the Land of 365 Beaches. Our beautiful 
Caribbean island-state of Antigua and Barbuda has agreed 
to serve as host of the two-day conference: “Financing 
the Resilience of SIDS”, on May 21st and 22nd, 2018. It is 
our honour to host this two-day event, to be held at the St. 
James’s Club Hotel. I urge you to enjoy the ambience and 
the beauty of the resort and its surroundings, but be sure 
to enjoy Antigua and Barbuda--where the beach is just the 
beginning.

As Small Island Developing States, our vulnerable 
countries have felt the harmful effects of climate change 
like no other group of states. The harm to our livelihoods 
and economies increases in severity with each passing 
year.  

The 2017 Atlantic hurricane season was a hyperactive 
and catastrophic six-month period, featuring 17 named 
storms—ten hurricanes, 6 major hurricanes, one storm.  
My nation felt the horrendous effects of last year’s 
Hurricane Irma. Barbuda’s 1,600 inhabitants were forced 
to abandon the island after that hurricane hit. It’s not an 
overstatement to say that Hurricane Irma annihilated 
Barbuda’s hotels, residences and many other buildings. 
Hurricane Irma swept away hundreds of birds, killed 
thousands of quadrupeds and ended all economic activity. 
Dominica lost an entire year’s GDP, with scores of citizens 
killed when Hurricane Maria followed.  

Earlier this year, in the Pacific region, tropical cyclones left 
trails of destruction on islands such as Samoa and Tonga. 
Climate change is not a future issue; it is our present 
reality. Consequently, each of our states, individually and 
collectively, must do its part to protect our posterity and 
ourselves. Financing the resilience of SIDS is a step in that 
direction.  

During these two days of meetings, participants will have 
an opportunity to assess the resilience of SIDS, propose 
financial mechanisms that are adaptable to the realities 
of SIDS, and provide a platform for immediate future 
discussions to the multilateral community.
 
For most citizens and residents, our environment is the 
most important factor in our tourism attraction and our 
agricultural markets. These productive sectors are our 
lifelines, the engines of our economies, and, therefore their 
resilience must be our first priority. 

Throughout these meetings, I urge you to consider the 
opportunities before you, and the urgency in acting without 
further delay. 

Again, I welcome you to Antigua and Barbuda, and wish all 
representatives a successful and productive two-days.

https://ab.gov.ag
https://betounsc.be


Government of
Antigua and Barbuda
Government of
Antigua and Barbuda

BACKGROUND
Last year, various regions around the world suffered from severe natural disasters. Many of them 
were of unprecedented magnitude, compromising the development efforts undertaken by small 
island states. It is in the wake of the devastating hurricanes that cut across the Caribbean that 
UNDP and CARICOM hosted a high-level pledging conference at the UN HQ in New York last 
November. Once again, the outcome underscored how resilient and sustainable (re-)construction 
as well as transforming energy sectors (in the context of climate change) were crucial for small 
island states to achieve the sustainable development goals. Becoming the first climate-resilient 
region in the world is the way to meet the goals of Agenda 2030. 

OBJECTIVE OF THE CONFERENCE
To concretely follow-up on the UNDP-CARICOM conference and its outcomes and to address 
the specificities of small islands states, the Governments of Belgium and Antigua & Barbuda 
together with the Aruba Centre of Excellence (COE) for SIDS organized a two-day seminar 
that focused on financial aspects of resilience, on disaster risk reduction and management, on 
climate resilient infrastructure, on the inclusion of the Private sector through PPPs and other 
relevant topics.
 

https://ab.gov.ag
https://betounsc.be
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“Financing the Resilience of SIDS”

Antigua & Barbuda, May 21st - 22nd 2018

PROGRAM

Welcome by H.E. Ambassador Aubrey Webson,  
UN PR of Antigua & Barbuda

Opening Remarks by Ms Joan Carrott,  
Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Health
and the Environment of Antigua & Barbuda 

Keynote by H.E. Peter Thomson, UN Special Envoy for the Ocean  

Your views: Mobile polling (PollEv) to surface key priority areas,  
moderated by Mr Arno Boersma, Manager of the  
Aruba Centre of Excellence for SIDS

Session: “Natural Disasters and SIDS”
 
• Update on the current situation in the Pacific following recent cyclones 

from a Samoan perspective by  
H.E. Ambassador Aliioaiga Feturi Elisaia, UN PR of Samoa 

• Update on CARICOM-UNDP November pledging conference by  
Mr. Stephen O’Malley, UN Resident Coordinator 
 

• Insights from the NGO perspective by Ms.Alexis Tubb Project Manager, 
Islands Energy Program, Clinton Climate Initiative Clinton Foundation 

DOWNLOAD THIS 
PRESENTATION

MONDAY 21 MAY 

https://ab.gov.ag
https://betounsc.be
http://www.sustainablesids.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Keynote-speech-Peter-Thomson.pdf
http://www.sustainablesids.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/PollEv-Financing-for-Resilience-of-SIDS.pdf
http://www.sustainablesids.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/CLINTON-FOUNDATION-ALEXIS-TUBB.p.pdf
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Session: “Resilience to Disasters” 

• The State of ‘Resilience’  by Mr Stewart Sarkozy-Banoczy,  
resilience expert of GLISPA/Precovery Labs 
 

• Update from the ECOSOC Special Meeting - Aftermath of recent 
hurricanes: Achieving a risk-informed and resilient 2030 Agenda by  
H.E Ambassador Rhonda King, UN PR of Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines 

• Views from the CDEMA perspective by  
Ms. Elizabeth Riley, Deputy Executive Director, CDEMA

Session: “Rebuilding after Disasters”  
 
• Good practices and approaches in building back better, including the 

Regional Resilience Programme of UNDP in consultation with donors and 
CARICOM by Deodat Maharaj, advisor, UNDP 
 

• The case of the Build Back Better event on St. Maarten by  
Arno Boersma, Manager of the Aruba Centre of Excellence for SIDS

• Interactive Dialogue for Action with Participants (Working towards 
outcome documents how SIDS can advance the FfD agenda facilitated 
by H.E. Ambassador Courtenay Rattray, UN PR of Jamaica

• Official Reception by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Antigua & 
Barbuda, H.E.E.P. Chet Greene 
 

MONDAY 21 MAY 

SUGGESTED READS

Innovative Finance for Resilient Infrastructure  
[ Source: Centre for Global Disaster Protection ]

DOWNLOAD THIS 
PRESENTATION

DOWNLOAD THIS 
PRESENTATION

https://ab.gov.ag
https://betounsc.be
http://www.sustainablesids.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/UNDP-DEODAT-MAHARAJ.pdf
http://www.sustainablesids.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/UNDP-COE-SIDS-ARNO-BOERSMA.pdf
http://www.vivideconomics.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Innovative-finance-for-resilient-infrastructure-1.pdf
http://www.sustainablesids.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/PRECOVERY-STEWART-SARKOZY.pdf
http://www.sustainablesids.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/CDEMA-ELIZABETH-RILEY.pdf
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CLICK FOR 
PHOTO ALBUMS 
OF EVENT

https://ab.gov.ag
https://betounsc.be
https://photos.app.goo.gl/QZpgZdfUiV9KEEmB3
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Session: “Strengthening International Financial 
Architecture for SIDS”

• Insights focused on theme of the conference and including: 

• Mr Trevor Brathwaite, Deputy  Governor of the ECCB 

• Ms. Lia Nicholson, Project Consultant in the Project Management 
Unit of the Department of Environment of Antigua & Barbuda 

• Mr Raymond Prasad, The Pacific SIDS Secretariat 
 

• Insights from Understanding Risk 2018 conference by  
Ms Cindy Robles, disaster risk management specialist, Small Island 
Resilience Initiative (SISRI) of the World Bank 

• International Climate Adaptation Financing video by  
Dr Stacy-Ann Robinson CECAF, Brown University

Session: “Private Sector & Other stakeholders  
Financing for SIDS” 
 
• The PPP toolkit for Islands and Rebuild by Design methodology by 

Marcel Ham, founder/director of IMG Rebel Group

• Exchange with representatives of the private sector and NGO’s including: 

• Ms Sara Burke, Senior Policy Analyst, Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung; 
 

• Mrs Lyndell Francis-Butler, General Manager,  
State Insurance Corp.; 

• Mr Roberto Falangola and Mr Robin Ramdeen, The Blue Halo 
Initiative of the Waitt Institute and the Barbuda Recovery and 
Conservation Trust 

Session: “Lessons Learned in the context  
of Agenda 2030 / Samoa Pathway” 

• Implementation of the SDGs in SIDS by   
Mr. Cletus Springer, SD unit, OAS 

• Small Islands, Disappearing States: The SDGs and the SAMOA Pathway, 
Mr. David Smith, University of the West Indies Institute for Sustainable 
Development. 

• Interactive Dialogue for Follow-up with Participants by conference hosts 
Government of Antigua and Barbuda and Government of Belgium. 
 

Opening and overview of Day 1 by H.E. Ambassador  
Pecsteen de Buytswerve, UN PR of Belgium

Keynote by Mr Zachary Harding, CEO of the Caribbean Climate-Smart 
Accelerator

Your views: Mobile polling (PollEv) to surface key priority areas,  
moderated by Mr Arno Boersma, Manager of the UNDP Centre  
of Excellence for SIDS based in Aruba

DOWNLOAD THIS 
PRESENTATION

TUESDAY 22 MAY 

https://ab.gov.ag
https://betounsc.be
http://www.sustainablesids.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/ECCB-TREVOR-BRATHWAITE.pdf
http://www.sustainablesids.org/knowledgebase/ab-doe-presentation-at-the-financing-resilience-of-sids-conference-may-2018
http://www.sustainablesids.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/PIF-RAYMOND-PRASAD.pdf
http://www.sustainablesids.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/WORLD-BANK-SISRI-CINDY-ROBLES.pdf
http://www.sustainablesids.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/BROWN-UNIV-STACYANN-ROBINSON.pdf
http://www.sustainablesids.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/REBELGROUP-MARCEL-HAM.pdf
http://www.sustainablesids.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/LYNDELL-FRANCIS-BUTLER.pdf
http://www.sustainablesids.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/WAITT-INSTITUTE-ROBERTO-FADANGO.pdf
http://www.sustainablesids.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/OAS-CLETUS-SPRINGER.pdf
http://www.sustainablesids.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/UWI-DAVID-SMITH.pdf
http://www.sustainablesids.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/PollEv-Day-2-Financing-for-Resilience-of-SIDS.pdf
http://www.sustainablesids.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/CCSA-ZAC-HARDING.pdf
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WEDNESDAY 23 MAY 

• Field visit to Antigua and Barbuda National Parks including  
the UNESCO world heritage site

CLICK FOR 
PHOTO ALBUMS 
OF EVENT

https://ab.gov.ag
https://betounsc.be
http://nationalparksantigua.com/visiting/about-nelsons-dockyard/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/QZpgZdfUiV9KEEmB3
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Antigua & Barbuda, May 21st - 22nd 2018

BIO SPEAKERS

Arno Boersma is the Manager of the Aruba Centre of Excellence (COE) for the 
Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States (SIDS). The COE 
is an initiative of the UNDP, the Government of Aruba and the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands. It aims to strengthen innovation and resilience among SIDS by 
facilitating knowledge exchange on topics in sustainable development, such as 
sustainable tourism, renewable energy, climate change, and, coastal management 
and public-private partnerships. More info at: www.SustainableSIDS.org. In his role 
as Manager of the COE, Mr. Boersma considers bridging islands of knowledge 
as his key priority. He has more that 20 years experience in designing and 
implementing knowledge strategies for organizations – both public and private. 
Previously, he worked at the World Bank Group in Washington DC, where for 
10 years he lead various knowledge management initiatives across sustainable 
development sectors. While in the US, he has also been leading initiatives such 
as the Knowledge Management Association and GreenLiving DC, and guest 
lecturing at Columbia University. He studied Business Administration at RSM (The 
Netherlands) and FGV (Brazil) and started his professional career at multinational 
firms Heineken and L’Oreal.

Arno Boersma

click to watch the video

https://ab.gov.ag
https://betounsc.be
https://vimeo.com/267342090


BIO SPEAKERS

Lyndell Francis-Butler lists her ALMA Maters as Ottos Comprehensive School, 
Antigua State College, London School of Insurance, University of the West 
Indies and the Chartered Insurance Institute of London. Outlined on her list of 
accomplishments is a Masters Degree from the University of the West Indies, an 
Executive Diploma in Management and an EDP – Human Resources Management. 
Mrs. Butler has been well schooled in a career which boasts just a few females 
at the helm. Her fierce drive to succeed sowed the seeds that began her studies 
a few years after joining the staff of State Insurance Corporation at a very 
junior level. She worked her way through the ranks, up to the “commander-in-
chief”- General Manager - with responsibility for the day to day operations of the 
business. The water element which characterizes her astrological star, Cancer, 
seemed to contribute an intangible, necessary substance for survival. Among her 
accomplishments in the industry are distinctions ranging from Diploma in Insurance; 
Member of Society of Technicians in Insurance; Chartered Insurer, qualifications 
bestowed by The Chartered Insurance Institute in London. As a crowning 
achievement, she recently qualified as a Fellow of the Chartered Insurance Institute. 
With her entry into the insurance field in 1986, Mrs. Butler has celebrated 31 years 
with the nation’s premier indigenous insurer (State Insurance Corporation) and 
her maxim remains: “Achievements are based on the strength to persevere under 
challenging circumstances.” Married with children (one young man, one young 
lady), the first female General Manager of this organization whose industry is 
plagued by vagaries “relaxes” by giving dedicated service to the Good Shepherd 
Anglican Church. She also is a member of the National Labour Board, President of 
the Insurance Association of Antigua and Barbuda, and Past President of the East 
Coast Optimist Club.

Stacy-Ann Robinson is a Voss Postdoctoral Research Associate in Environment 
and Society at Brown University in the United States. Prior to her appointment, 
she was the Fox-Zucker Fellow at Yale University, also in the United States. Her 
research focuses on climate change adaptation, resilience and transformation 
in small island developing states. She is a certified expert in climate adaptation 
finance.

Lyndell Francis Butler

Stacy-Ann Robinson

Q. 1. What country are you from? Q. 2. My country is known for...?

Responses
Women, Tulips, Tulips, Tourism, Great beef, Nature Island, Tulips, 
Fish, Sailing, soca Steelband, Tulips, Jazz, Clean energy, calypso, 
Chocolate, Women, Beaches, Tulips, 365 beaches, Hiking, Pepperpot 
and fungi, Wooden shoes, Nature, tourism, Fish, Beaches Beautyfull 
beaches, Sugar, Beaches, Snow, Beaches, Women, Athletics, 
Beaches, Good beer, handicrafts, Sailing, The beaches and food, 
Cigars, Cadence, Talanoa, rugby, The Pitons Beaches, Calypso, 
Beaches, Rugby, Spices, Reggae, Reggae



Government of
Antigua and Barbuda
Government of
Antigua and Barbuda

BIO SPEAKERS

Inga Rhonda King is the Permanent Representative of Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines to the United Nations. She comes to diplomacy from the private 
sector, has lived and worked in several Caribbean countries, the United States 
of America and China. She is a business owner, business strategist, the author 
of three books, and a management accountant with more than two decades of 
professional experience. She also holds a Bachelor of Science in mathematics and 
chemistry and is the immediate past chair of the Investment Promotions Agency 
of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (Invest SVG) and a former Honorary Consul 
for Portugal to Saint Vincent and the Grenadines. Since becoming Permanent 
Representative in September 2013, Ambassador King has had several leadership 
roles which include:
• Chair of the Island Women Open Network (2016 - present), which is tasked with ensuring 

gender- mainstreaming in the renewable energy sector of Small Island Developing States 
by building capacity at the grassroots and community level. The IWON is a part of the 
SIDS DOCK Secretariat platform. She was elected in September 2016 for a three-year 
term.

• She is also the Chair/Spokesperson of L69 (2016 - present), the largest reform group 
for the Security Council Reform of the United Nations and Chair of the Secretariat of the 
recently formed Group of Friends for the same.

• Vice-President of the Economic and Social Council for the period 2017-2018. The 
ECOSOC is at the heart of the United Nations system to advance the three dimensions of 
sustainable development – economic, social and environmental.

• She was the Chair of the Fifth Committee of the General Assembly of the 71st Session 
(2016 - 2017). The Fifth Committee is charged with the oversight responsibilities for 
the Administrative and Budgetary Affairs of the United Nations and at the time of her 
chairmanship she was only the second woman to chair this committee in the history of the 
United Nations.

Inga Rhonda King

SIDS is a unique and important grouping of states bound 
together not only by our vulnerabilities but also by our 
unique perception of the world and life.   Our physical 
geography gives rise to each island’s characteristically 
strong sense of insularity. This strong sense of insularity, 
the forces of nature, and our various histories have 
shaped our sense of life. An opportunity for SIDS to share 
experiences and focus on what matters to us is always 
important. I therefore congratulate the Governments of 
Antigua and Barbuda, the Kingdom of Belgium and the 
UNDP Centre for Excellence for creating this important 
space for meaningful dialogue. Opportunity for real 
dialogue is rare although conferences and meetings are 
plentiful. The need for creating spaces that allow us to 

Reflections on Financing the Resilience of SIDS  
Conference held in Antigua May 21 – 22, 2018 
By Inga Rhonda King  |   Permanent Representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines to the United Nations

really grapple with our issues, such as the urgent need 
for financing resilience for SIDS, for honest and frank 
exchanges, for learning and for creative and innovative 
thinking cannot be overstated and this type of initiative 
must be applauded and encouraged. 
I take this opportunity to re-emphasize my intention to 
create space and opportunity within the Economic and 
Social Council (ECOSOC) during my presidency of the 
Council (2018 – 2019) to focus on Financing Resilience. 
This will be the first time that a woman from the Global 
South will have oversight of this important organ and 
only the fourth woman to do so. I invite you to join me in 
ensuring that this intention becomes a meaningful reality. 

https://ab.gov.ag
https://betounsc.be


Robin Ramdeen Site Manager Blue Halo Initiative Barbuda and Monserrat. Born 
and raised in Trinidad & Tobago, Robin Ramdeen has focused her career on 
supporting non-profit organizations doing marine conservation and environmental 
advocacy in the Caribbean islands. She holds a BSc in Biology from the University 
of Western Ontario in Canada, and a Masters in Marine and Coastal Resource 
Management from the University of the West Indies in Barbados. Robin found 
her passion for sustainable fisheries when working with queen conch fishers 
and vendors in Tobago. She then went on to become a research assistant for 
Dr. Daniel Pauly and the Sea Around Us project of the UBC Fisheries Centre, 
where she played a vital role in documenting illegal, unreported and unregulated 
fisheries catches in various Caribbean islands. Through this and her work with 
conservation groups such as Papa Bois Conservation and Sustainable Grenadines 
she has established a wide network in and a deep knowledge of Caribbean 
fisheries management. Now, contracted as Site Manager for Blue Halo Initiative 
in both Monserrat and Barbuda, she focuses on providing the Waitt Institute’s 
ocean management toolkit to the communities and governments and on executing 
program strategy. She is based on Monserrat.

Roberto Falangola is Public Policy Fellow and BRC Trust Operations Manager 
Roberto was born in Naples, Italy but grew up in English Harbour, Antigua where 
he spent most of his time on outdoor adventures or spear-fishing. He holds a BA 
in International Relations from Lynn University in Florida, and a Masters in Global 
Political Economy from City University in London. Contracted as Public Policy 
Fellow and BRCT Operations Manager for the Waitt Institute in Antigua, he is 
responsible for liaising with government, communities and aid organizations, and 
managing projects for the Barbuda Recovery and Conservation Trust (BRCT). 
The BRCT is an emergency relief fund to help rebuild the island of Barbuda in the 
aftermath of Hurricane Irma. Some example of the Trust’s work includes assisting 
homeowners with internal electrical and plumbing repairs, offering vouchers for 
transportation, constructing and distributing sustainable fish-pots, supporting a 
learning space for kindergarten children on Barbuda and running a tutoring center 
for displaced Barbudans living in Antigua.

Robin Ramdeen

Roberto Falangola

Ali’ioaiga Feturi Elisaia is Samoa’s Permanent Representative to the United 
Nations, and is concurrently Ambassador to the United States of America and 
High Commissioner to Canada, posts he has held since September 2003. 
Ambassador Elisaia was Assistant Chief Executive Officer, Corporate and Support 
Services in Samoa’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade for 3 years prior to his 
current appointment. He was seconded from Samoa’s Public Service to serve as 
CoDirector of the Samoa Office of the Hanns Seidel Foundation, a German Political 
Foundation for 13 years (March 1988 – March 2001). He also served as Deputy 
Secretary for Samoa’s Foreign Affairs for over 3 years (December 1984 – February 
1988). He served as First Secretary at Samoa’s High Commission to New Zealand 
for three years from 1991 to 1994. During his current posting, Ambassador Elisaia 
has served in the following capacities, viz;

• Chairman of the Pacific Islands Forum Group in New York 2004-2005 and 2017- 2018;
• Representative of the Small Island Developing States (SIDS) on the Bureau of the United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) from 2007 to 2008;
• Samoa’s Political Focal Point to the Global Environment Facility (GEF) since 2006; 
• One of the two representatives of Small Island Developing States [SIDS] on the 

Transitional Committee that designed the Green Climate Fund (GCF) in 2011;
• Alternate Member for SIDS on Board of the Green Climate Fund from 2012-2015,
• Current SIDS representative on the Board of the GCF from 2016 to 2018
• Ambassador Elisaia has represented his country in numerous major global conferences 

and High-level events during his more than a decade years as his country’s envoy to the 
United Nations.

Ali’ioaiga Feturi Elisaia
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BIO SPEAKERS

Zachary Harding is the Founder and Chairman of Hyperion Equity, LLC. Hyperion 
is a private firm with investments in marketing services, biometric research, media 
and film. He has produced and executive produced several pieces of work including 
documentaries, commercials and music albums. Over the years, Harding developed 
a solid reputation in senior management and strategic marketing roles enjoying 
stellar track records in positions including Chief Executive Officer, Head of Strategy 
and Director of Marketing at companies including Appliance Traders Ltd., Wisynco 
Group, Red Stripe/Diageo and Grace Kennedy. Mr. Harding also founded and 
managed Agency20Seven - an advertising, marketing and new media company, 
which served major clients including Ocean Spray, Smirnoff, Heineken, Coca-Cola, 
Appleton Rum, National Commercial Bank, FLOW and Jamaica Producers. He has 
often been dubbed a “rain-maker” and “marketing guru” based on several successful 
brand campaigns and turnaround situations. From 2008 to 2010 Mr. Harding was 
seconded to the Tourism Ministry as Special Adviser to the Minister and Deputy 
Director at the Jamaica Tourist Board. In this position, he was responsible for 
facilitating investment into Jamaica’s tourism product including hotels, attractions 
and cruise. He now serves as deputy chair of the Sport and Entertainment 
Committee in the Ministry of Tourism. Over the last two years, Mr. Harding has 
developed a close relationship with Will Smith’s Overbrook Entertainment, the film 
production company based at Sony Pictures Entertainment. He is an executive 
producer of the film “Sprinter” which was produced by Overbrook Entertainment. 
Harding is a past board member of the Urban Development Corporation, Jamaica 
Manufacturers’ Association, Port Authority of Jamaica, National Education Trust, 
St. Ann Development Company, Montego Freeport and The National Gallery of 
Jamaica. He currently serves as a board member for JAMPRO (Jamaica Trade and 
Invest), the Jamaica AntiDoping Commission, the Sports and Entertainment Council 
under the Ministry of Tourism and the Urban Development Corporation’s Marketing 
and Communications committee. In 2012, Harding was named as one of the top 
“50-under-Fifty Business Leaders Shaping Jamaica’s Future” by the Private Sector 
Organization of Jamaica and The Gleaner Company.

Zachary Harding

SUGGESTED READS

Caribbean leaders launch ambitious plan to create the  
world’s first “climate-smart zone” [ Source: UNDP ]

click to watch the video

https://ab.gov.ag
https://betounsc.be
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2017/Caribbean-leaders-launch-plan-for-worlds-first-climate-smart-zone.html
https://vimeo.com/272612349
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BIO SPEAKERS

Deodat Maharaj is an accomplished Leader with 20 years of international 
leadership experience and success in building enduring partnerships and resource 
mobilization; advancing inter-governmental processes; leading the development of 
cutting edge and high-impact programmes; and expertise in managing complexity 
in multicultural and challenging environments. He has led pioneering programmes 
to build resilience in SIDS such as the blue economy and oceans work across the 
Commonwealth as its Deputy Secretary General. Deodat has served with the United 
Nations Development Programme in Tanzania, Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago; and 
New York; the Commonwealth in London; the Caribbean Development Bank in 
Barbados; Government of Trinidad and Tobago; and in business. Deodat is currently 
serving as UNDP’s Senior Advisor for the Caribbean in the Regional Bureau 
for Latin America and the Caribbean. He is passionate about using this seminal 
opportunity provided by the SDGs to advance a transformational agenda especially 
for climate vulnerable states.

Deodat Maharaj

SUGGESTED READS

Financing the SDGs in the Pacific Islands: Opportunities, 
Challenges and Ways Forward [ Source:UNDP ]

https://ab.gov.ag
https://betounsc.be
https://www.forumsec.org/financing-resilient-development-forum-island-countries/
http://www.ipsnews.net/2018/06/beyond-hurricanes-finance-resilience-caribbean/
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BIO SPEAKERS

Stewart Sarkozy-Banoczy is Senior Advisor & Director of the Island Resilience 
Initiative for the Global Island Partnership, in coordination with his organization, 
Precovery Labs - a hub for sustainability, resilience and precovery implementation 
and communication. Stewart is also Senior Advisor for the resilience finance team 
at 100 Resilient Cities, having previously held the positions of Acting Director for 
Europe and Middle East, as well as Latin America and Caribbean. Stewart has 
worked with governments, for indigenous communities, for NGOs and the private 
sector in the areas of sustainability and resilience over the last two decades. He 
has a keen interest in storytelling and documentation, which is also important for 
explaining and showcasing the work on islands and beyond.

Steward Sarkozy-
Banoczy

Elizabeth Riley is the Deputy Executive Director at the Caribbean Disaster 
Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA). Ms. Riley’s has over 18 years 
experience in the area of disaster management and environmental management. 
At CDEMA she has overall responsibility for technical programming and provides 
strategic guidance in this area. She has written, presented and published technical 
papers in disaster management and environmental management whilst attached 
to CDEMA and prior to that during her tenure at the University of the West Indies 
and the Ministry of Physical Development and Environment in Barbados. Ms Riley 
has also lectured in Disaster Management at the University of the West Indies, 
Mona. She holds a M.A (Econ) in Environment and Development from University of 
Manchester, United Kingdom, BSc. (Hons) in Geography from the University of the 
West Indies, Mona, Jamaica and a Masters Certificate in Results Based Monitoring 
and Evaluation and Information Systems from the University of Laval, Quebec.

Elizabeth Riley

Q. What are key topics you would like to learn more about?

Responses
Immediate actions in a post disaster period to address financing from multiple sources 
and for addressing temporary debt suspension, Education for governments, Innovative 
mechanisms that would help alleviate the financial burden on governments in 
catastrophic events, including innovative insurance schemes towards that end yet
still have coverage for all the insurance perspective Financing for Sustainable 
Development, Innovative financial solutions, Capacity building for SIDS in the area 
of data collection Social resilience, Resilience Financial options for resilience Build 
back better Debt relief, Resilience SIDS access to international financing Negotiations, 
Qualification for debt forgiveness,  Resilience, Monitoring gaps and solutions to SAMOA, 
Pathway, Financing resilience concrete steps to accessing finance Implementation, 
Resilience strategy development Resilience to disasters, SIDS interest in debt 
moratorium for natural disasters, Appropriate financial tools for resilience in the Pacific, 
The meaning of resilience, Identifying economic cost of adaptation global and regional 
resilience initiatives, Resilience dividends Insurance,Innovative financing for SIDS 
to cope with climate change, Concrete steps to Public-private partnerships, Debt 
sustainability strategies, How to build back better, Financing for capacity building and 
implementation, Debt swaps

https://ab.gov.ag
https://betounsc.be
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Peter Thomson is the United Nations’ Special Envoy for the Ocean, aiming at 
galvanizing concerted efforts to follow up on the outcomes of the United Nations 
(UN) Ocean Conference in support of implementing SDG 14 of the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development, maintaining the momentum for action to conserve 
and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable 
development. Mr. Thomson leads UN’s advocacy and public outreach efforts 
inside and outside of the UN system, ensuring that the many positive outcomes 
of The Ocean Conference, including the over 1400 voluntary commitments, are 
fully analysed and implemented. He also works with civil society, the scientific 
community, the private sector, and other relevant stakeholders, to coalesce 
and encourage their activities in support of the implementation of Sustainable 
Development Goal 14. Mr. Thomson brings a distinguished experience in diplomatic 
services and is familiar with the work of the United Nations, including as Permanent 
Representative of Fiji to the UN and President of the 71st Session of the UN 
General Assembly, during which he provided visionary leadership in guiding the 
preparation of The Ocean Conference. Elected President of the Assembly of the 
International Seabed Authority’s 2011-2012 session and President of the Council 
of the Authority’s 2015-2016 session, Mr. Thomson chaired the Group of 77 and 
China (2013) and served as President of the Executive Board of UN Development 
Programme/UN Population Fund/UN Office for Programme Support (UNDP/UNFPA/
UNOPS) from 2014 to 2015. As a civil servant in the Government of Fiji, he devoted 
many years of his life to working in the fields of rural development and then foreign 
affairs.

Peter Thomson

E. Courtenay Rattray is the Permanent Representative of Jamaica to the United 
Nations. He was appointed as Chair of the Intergovernmental Negotiations on UN 
Security Council Reform in November 2014. He also served as the Chair of the 
69th Session of the UN Committee on Disarmament and International Security 
(First Committee) and Chair of the Permanent Memorial Committee for the UN’s 
project to erect a memorial in honour of the Victims of Slavery and the Transatlantic 
Slave Trade. Ambassador Rattray has led several intergovernmental negotiation 
processes, viz. Non-Communicable Diseases High Level Meeting, 2014; High 
Level Meeting of States on the Illicit Flow of Small Arms and Light Weapons June 
2016; High Level Political Forum on SDG Implementation, 2017 and negotiated the 
outcome document of the 2018 Financing for Development Forum. He currently 
co-chairs the UN Group of Friends of SDG Financing, as well as the UN Group of 
Friends of Children. He served as Jamaica’s Ambassador to the People’s Republic 
of China, from December 2008 until May 2013. He previously served as Director 
for Bilateral Relations in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, as well 
Deputy Chief of Mission at the Embassy of Jamaica in Washington DC. Ambassador 
Rattray holds a BA in International Studies from West Virginia Wesleyan College, 
a MSc. in International Business from South Bank University in London, and a MA 
from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University.

E. Courtenay Rattray

Financing the Resilience of SIDS 21 - 22 May 2018
Courtenay Rattray |  Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Jamaica to the UN, New York

I commend the Government of Antigua & Barbuda and the Kingdom of Belgium, in collaboration with the 
Aruba Centre of Excellence for SIDS, for their timely initiative to stage a high-level conference on financing 
resilience in Small Island Developing States. The conference theme and programme design encapsulated 
the financing and building of resilience in the context of natural disasters, external economic shock and 
debt and fiscal sustainability. Discussions on these inter-related areas were facilitated by a knowledgeable 
group of experts and experienced practitioners and enhanced by insightful perspectives provided by country 
representatives. The conference also served to strengthen strategic engagement among participants from the 
three SIDS regions (AIMS, the Caribbean and the Pacific). This was of particular value, as these exchanges 
focused, inter alia, on approaches that could be used to amplify the visibility, voice and presence of SIDS 
within the multilateral arena. This international dimension was complemented by a more practical, operational 
focus that centred on the sharing of current best practice in building resilience at the sub-regional, national 
and community based levels. This invaluable event provides an opportunity for the information and learnings 
that emerged from the two-day discussions to be disseminated among the wider membership of the Alliance 
of Small Island States (AOSIS).
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Cindy Robles works as a Disaster Risk Management Specialist at the Global 
Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR) at the World Bank. She 
specializes on climate resilient development specifically for small island states 
through the Small Island States Resilience Initiative (SISRI). SISRI provides 
technical support, maintains a community of practice, and help island nations 
harness predictable and long-term funding to ensure their resilience. She also 
works with the integration of gender, social inclusion and citizen engagement 
into World Bank projects and activities as a core team member of the Inclusive 
Community Resilience Program. She was previously an Adviser at the Norwegian 
Agency for Development Cooperation (Norad), providing quality assurance and 
managing grants to international and national civil society organizations with 
a focus on climate mitigation/adaptation, community resilience, job-creation/
entrepreneurship, gender and social inclusion. Prior to this, she worked in the 
corporate social responsibility and communication unit for a Norwegian hydropower 
company with the mandate to invest in emerging markets. Cindy holds a Master’s in 
Political Science from the University of Oslo, including a semester at the University 
of Stellenbosch in South Africa. She has a Bachelor of Arts in Culture and Social 
Science – Political Science from the same university. She is fluent in Norwegian, 
English, and Spanish.

Cindy Robles

click to watch the video
click to watch the video

David Smith is the Director of the Centre for Environmental Management in the 
Institute for Sustainable Development at The University of the West Indies, the 
Caribbean Chair for the Sustainable Development Solutions Network and a member 
of the Independent Group of Scientists preparing the UN Global Sustainable 
Development Report 2019. He works on Sustainable Development, Biodiversity 
Conservation, Climate Change and Disaster Risk Reduction in SIDS; he is 
currently working on Climate Change Impacts, mapping disaster risk and helping 
SIDS achieve the SDGs. His background includes working at the United Nations 
Development Programme on Environment, Energy, Climate Change and Disaster 
Management in the western Caribbean. He was a Regional Councillor for IUCN, 
The World Conservation Union and a member of Government tribunals for physical 
planning and environmental offences and several policy development committees of 
the Jamaican Government. He consulted on the design of environmental financing 
mechanisms in Trinidad and Tobago, Jamaica, Uganda and Guyana. He once co-
hosted a live radio call-in programme 25 feet underwater in the Montego Bay Marine 
Park.

David Smith

https://ab.gov.ag
https://betounsc.be
https://vimeo.com/272609914
https://vimeo.com/272609018
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Raymond Prasad is currently Economic Advisor and Team Leader for Development 
Finance and Economic Policy at the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat. Since 
joining PIFS, he has worked on economic policy issues covering innovative 
development finance, macroeconomic issues and engagement with regional 
and external stakeholders. Before joining PIFS, he held Manager - Financial 
Systems Development and Senior Economist positions at the Reserve Bank of 
Fiji. Mr. Prasad holds a PhD in Economics (with Chris Higgins Award for Applied 
Econometrics) from the Australian National University and a Master of Commerce 
(Economics) Hons. from the University of Auckland. 

Raymond Prasad
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Stephen O’Malley (Canada) is the UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resident 
Representative for Barbados, with multi-country coverage of 9 other small Island 
Developing States which include: Saint Lucia; Saint Vincent and the Grenadines; 
the Commonwealth of Dominica; Saint Kitts and Nevis; Grenada, Antigua and 
Barbuda; Monserrat; British Virgin Islands; and Anguilla. He took up his post 
in August 2013. Before this assignment, Stephen was with the Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in the UN Secretariat in New York 
as Deputy Director, Coordination and Response Division from March 2013. From 
2008-2013, he was Chief, Central Emergency Response Fund Secretariat, and 
from 2001-2008, he served in a variety of roles in OCHA related to southern and 
central Africa. Prior to joining OCHA, Stephen spent seven years with the non-
governmental organization Médecins sans Frontières in North America, Europe and 
Africa. He started his career in the private sector with Decima Research in Toronto, 
Canada. Stephen holds a Bachelor of Commerce (Honours) and a Master of Arts 
in Political Studies from Queen’s University, Canada, and a Master of International 
Affairs, from the School of International and Public Affairs, Columbia University, 
USA. 

Stephen O’Malley

Cletus Springer has been Director of the Department of Sustainable Development 
of the Organization of American States based in Washington D.C since 2008. 
He is a graduate of the University of the West Indies (Public Administration and 
Mass Communications); Oxford Brooks University (Urban Planning Studies); and 
Aberdeen University (Environmental Impact Assessment) Over a 20-year period 
ending in 2001, he served as head of the Ministries of Tourism and Public Utilities 
and the Ministry of Planning, Development, Environment respectively, in his native 
Saint Lucia. He has been integrally involved in sustainable development initiatives 
and has written extensively on the subject, particularly in the context of Small Island 
Developing States. He has served as his country’s Alternate Governor of the World 
Bank and the IMF. Prior to joining the OAS, he ran a successful consulting practice 
that served a broad clientele of Governments and inter-governmental entities in the 
Caribbean, Asia and the Pacific regions.

Cletus Springer

https://ab.gov.ag
https://betounsc.be
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Sara Burke has been the senior expert in charge of global economic policy 
issues at FES New York office since 2008. Her work focuses on emerging 
policy frameworks of the global multilateral system, policy coherence among the 
international financial institutions and the United Nations, and the role of trade 
unions and other groups in civil society to hold corporations and governments 
accountable to international standards. She has published a number of papers on 
economic and social rights, most recently “A World in Protest” for the Routledge 
book Food Riots, Food Rights and the Politics of Provisions edited by Naomi 
Hossain and Patta Scott-Villiers.  Sara has a master’s degree from Stanford 
University and a bachelor’s degree from Reed College.

Lia Nicholson is a Project Consultant in the Project Management Unit of the 
Department of Environment. In 2014, Lia graduated from Yale University with a 
Master’s degree in Environmental Management, and her studies focused on climate 
change and its impacts on humans and the environment. Lia completed her BA at 
Scripps College in California, in International Environmental Policy. Growing up as 
a “country girl” in English Harbour, Antigua shaped her passion for the environment 
and for sustainable Development. At the Department, Lia works to design and 
develop projects, shape environmental law and policy, and support community-
based initiatives that promote social and environmental solutions

Sara Burke

Marcel Ham is co-founder and co-owner of RebelGroup and president of IMG 
Rebel, the Washington DC based arm of RebelGroup. He has well over 15 years of 
experience in preparing, structuring and implementing innovative funding, financing 
and PPP solutions for infrastructure projects across the globe. Marcel has been 
lead financial and transaction advisor on road, rail, social and water infrastructure 
projects including the $400M A59 PPP (the first continental European road 
infrastructure AP PPP), $900M PPP for the Dutch Ministry of Finance building (the 
first continental European social infrastructure AP PPP), the $700M RegioTram PPP 
(the first continental European fully integrated AP PPP for light rail), and the $1.9B 
fiber-to-the-premises PPP in San Francisco (the first fiber-to-the-premises PPP in 
the world). Marcel has significant experience in resilience and water infrastructure. 
He led the development of multiple results based financing mechanisms in the 
water sector, he developed the financial and economic module of an Integrated 
Urban Water Management toolkit for the World Bank and he led a multinational 
and multidisciplinary team in the development and implementation of an integrated 
regional plan to improve the resilience of southern Nassau County in New York 
State after Superstorm Sandy.

Marcel Ham

Lia Nicholson
CLICK FOR 
PHOTO ALBUMS 
OF EVENT

https://ab.gov.ag
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Trevor O. B. Brathwaite has been the Deputy Governor at the Eastern Caribbean 
Central Bank since April 2006. An accountant by profession, he worked with the 
Government of Saint Lucia in various capacities, over a 14-year period. From 
1992 to 1995 he served as the Assistant Comptroller, Audit, in the Inland Revenue 
Department. He was appointed Comptroller of Inland Revenue in 1995 and held 
that position until his selection as Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Finance, 
International Financial Services and Economic Affairs from 2002 to 2006. Before 
joining the public sector in 1992, Mr Brathwaite was employed by KPMG Peat 
Marwick in Saint Lucia, New Zealand and Barbados and Peat Marwick Mitchell & 
Co, Saint Lucia. A member of the Certified Public Accountants of Canada (CPA-
CGA) and the Institute of Chartered Accountants of Eastern Caribbean, he was 
educated at the Lambton College of Applied Arts & Technology in Ontario, Canada, 
where he obtained a diploma in Business Administration with a concentration in 
Accounting. Mr Brathwaite is also a Certified Director and a member of the Advisory 
Board of the Caribbean Institute of Directors. Mr Brathwaite was Saint Lucia’s 
representative on the ECCB’s Board of Directors from October 2002 to March 2006. 
He also served on the boards of the East Caribbean Financial Holding Company Ltd 
and Jalousie (1996) Ltd. He was the chairman on the boards for the Saint Lucia Air 
and Seaports Authority and National Insurance Corporation Investment Committee. 
He also served as chairman of the Caribbean Organisation of Tax Administrators 
(COTA) from 1996-1998.

Trevor O.B. Brathwaite

Alexis Tubb works with the Clinton Foundation under the Clinton Climate Initiative’s 
Islands Energy Program, in partnership with the Rocky Mountain Institute, where 
she supports the national governments and utilities of SIDS as they integrate 
and install clean and resilient energy projects. Ms. Tubb also advises the WIRE 
Network, which provides technical and leadership skills development opportunities 
to a network of women from 50+ countries working in renewable energy in islands. 
Ms. Tubb has a professional background in sustainable international development, 
chemical and mechanical engineering environmental consulting, and private 
renewable energy investment.

Alexis Tubb

Q. How shall we collaborate between SIDS? Suggestions please...
Responses
Regional collaboration - aggregated portfolios for Grants and projects,
communication platforms,and investments, Joint research on key problems Inter regional technical meetings, GCF proposal 
focused on climate resilience through SIDS, SIDS knowledge management and exchange video conferencing rotating meetings 
on theme, sector and geography co hosted by a country and coe/GLISPA, More action. Exchange of expertise inter regional 
experts meetings, Increase discussions and share best practices inter regional, Use existing SIDS regional and other forums 
to take up matters of cooperation, Have inter-regional action learning exchanges on scientific themes, Agree on disaster based 
moratorium, Staff exchange, Connect implementers on the group - build a community of practice that is scalable (it will progress 
on its own merit), Common market iniciative, More meetings in Antigua, Technology sharing, Create a dedicated negotiating 
SIDS team/coordinators to interface with groupings such as G77, Online knowledge platform Exchange of expertise, Annual 
SIDS partnership meetings on rotational basis in the 3 regions, Knowledge platform Grant aid

https://ab.gov.ag
https://betounsc.be
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1. At the Financing the Resilience of SIDS conference held 
in Antigua and Barbuda on May 21-22, representatives 
of SIDS and other stakeholders met to discuss and 
identify possible pathways on critical issues facing 
SIDS. The issues covered related to the challenges and 
opportunities for SIDS and recognized that resilience in this 
context is multifaceted and includes the economic, social, 
and environmental pillars of sustainable development. 
Resilience for SIDS must also reflect the vulnerability 
to climate-induced risks and shocks. In reaffirming the 
commitments and recognition of the special status of SIDS 
included in the Sustainable Development Goals, Paris 
Agreement, SAMOA Pathways, Sendai Framework for 
Disaster Risk Reduction and Financing for Development 
Outcome Statements, participants focused on and called for 
strong action on the following key themes.

2. Building Resilience: Participants recognized that managing 
risk and putting in place the appropriate governance and 
policy frameworks were key aspects of building resilience. 
The importance of establishing robust partnerships with the 
private sector, civil society and governments was reiterated.

3. Financing: Participants recognised the critical need of 
SIDS obtaining the requisite financing on favourable terms 
to build resilience. In doing so, the importance of the 
upcoming ECOSOC meeting on 12 and 13 June discussing 
the creation of a new category of “vulnerable countries” 
was emphasized. Given the unique challenges faced by 
SIDS due to their small size and susceptibility to shocks, 
SIDS participants called on the international financial 
institutions and other relevant bodies to change the country 
classification scheme where SIDS are currently classified 
largely as middle or high income countries and considering 
their vulnerability. SIDS participants urged development 
partners including OECD countries to support advocacy that 
will result in changes to the current country classification 
relying largely on per capital income. Consistent with the 
SAMOA Pathway, participants called on the regional and 
international financial institutions to put in place fast track 
mechanisms for accelerated release of funding to SIDS as 
well as countercyclical debt instruments. The importance 
of augmenting capacities for project preparation to improve 
access to private and public financing was emphasized.

 

Participants recognised that new approaches and 
innovative financing were required to build resilience. 
Given the high debt burdens faced by SIDS, SIDS 
participants called for urgent action in advancing 
initiatives such as debt relief and “Debt Swaps for Climate 
Adaptation” proposed by UNECLAC and others. The 
establishment of a Regional Resilience Fund was also 
underlined as being critical. Participants also called 
for international support from development partners 
to advance initiatives in SIDS such as Blue Bonds; 
Green Bonds; leveraging the diaspora and remittances; 
addressing the issue of de-risking and correspondent 
banking; and further developing new insurance products.

4. Economic Diversification: Participants recognized 
the importance of economic diversification and sought 
support from the international community. Leveraging 
the possibilities of the blue and green economies were 
also emphasized as options for SIDS. The role and 
importance of the indigenous and international private 
sector as partners in building resilience and providing 
private capital flows were reaffirmed.

5. SIDS Collaboration: The meeting reaffirmed the 
importance of deepening SIDS collaboration including 
the sharing of best practices amongst SIDS regions 
and South-South cooperation. The value of accelerating 
regional integration and cooperation as well as SIDS 
knowledge sharing were deemed vital to help build 
resilience. The utility of a knowledge platform for 
deepening collaboration and capacity building was 
endorsed. Participants recognized the importance of 
the UNDP SIDS Center of Excellence in fostering and 
facilitating knowledge sharing.

6. The meeting supported the theme of “Resilience and 
Disaster Risk Reduction” for the ECOSOC special 
meeting chosen by St Vincent and the Grenadines when 
it assumes the Presidency of ECOSOC to be held in 
May 2019 as well as other initiatives.

7. Participants expressed their appreciation and 
commended the Governments of Antigua and Barbuda 
and Belgium for organizing and hosting this dialogue as 
well as UNDP for its support.

OUTCOME DOCUMENT FINANCING THE RESILIENCE OF SIDS:

“THE ST JOHN’S CALL FOR ACTION”

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 21 – 22 MAY 2018
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http://www.oas.org/en/
http://www.oecs.org
http://www.worldbank.org
https://www.eccb-centralbank.org
https://www.caricom.org
https://www.clintonfoundation.org
http://waittfoundation.org
https://www.rebelgroup.com/en/
https://twitter.com/precoverylabs
http://nods.gov.ag
https://www.forumsec.org
http://www.undp.org
http://www.sustainablesids.org
http://www.cdema.org
https://www.caribbeanaccelerator.org
https://www.brown.edu
https://www.fes.de
http://sta.uwi.edu
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CONTACT INFO

Tumasie Blair 
UN Mission Antigua & Barbuda
Phone (+1) 917-863-1700
email tumasie.blair@ab.gov.ag

Andrzej Bielecki 
UN Mission Belgium
Phone (+1) 917 463 7940
email andrzej.bielecki@diplobel.fed.be
 

Arno Boersma 
Centre of Excellence for SIDS (UNDP) 
Phone (+1) 202 361 1354
email arno.boersma@undp.org 
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