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This solution is being implemented by the MESCAL project - a joint initiative of the Department of Environment, Fiji, the Univer-
sity of the South Pacific and IUCN.

Mr. Seru Serevi, renowned artist and composer in Fiji and the South Pacific region:

Nasoata is important to us because it is our ‘ikanakana’, meaning our breadbasket, where we get our crabs and fish 
from. We have in our own ways been protecting the natural resources on the island, such as declaring taboo zones for 

certain periods and this has contributed to the pristine state of the man- 
groves to date. Our people have respected the need to protect the island, 
it is people from outside who are not respecting our taboos. Through the 
consultative process we went through, strong cooperation between the vil-
lagers, the Provincial Office and the relevant government departments is 
now evident. The future of Nasoata is brighter. The protection of Nasoata, 
the inclusion into Ramsar and also the addition of some eco-tourism activ-
ities will be the best outcome for the island.« 
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Nasoata Island in Fiji belongs to the people of Nakorovou village. It was in 1970 when the villagers bought back the island 
that, during colonial times, belonged to coconut plantation owners. Today, people living on the island do not have to 
fight colonisers, but people from outside who access the island illegally and poach its resources in an unsustainable way. 

Nasoata Island’s co-management is a solution that bridges biodiversity con- 
servation and fishing rights through an effective management framework. 
It was developed in a consultative process, bringing together different stake-
holders from the national, provincial and local level. The solution considers 
traditional fishing rights, modern monitoring and law enforcement techniques. 
The management plan will enhance the chances of Nasoata being chosen as 
the second Ramsar site in Fiji, meaning that it might become a certified Wet-
land of International Importance. The application is on-going.

Mr. Seru Serevi, artist and composer

Providing the scientific and legal evidence base
National plans and policies relating to mangrove man- 
agement are reviewed and integrated into the develop-
ment of an adequate management plan. Biodiversity 
assessments provide the scientific basis for the plan.

Nakorovou Village consultations
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Facilitating multi-input management plan
Government authorities, conservation groups, 
community and international stakeholders 
jointly develop a co-management plan that 
protects the island and its fragile resources.
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Repeated community consultations
Repeated consultations with relevant government departments, the provincial authorities, researchers and 
the local community are important to reach agreement on management practices desirable to all stakeholders. 
They also help to understand island dynamics and structures like the land tenure systems. 

Witnessing challenges and 
visualising solutions
Relevant stakeholders witness 
and discuss existing challenges 
and possible solutions for a more 
sustainable use and extraction of 
the island’s resources on site.

Ensuring endorsement of end-
product 
The community endorses and the 
paramount chief of the province 
approves the management plan. 
This ensures adequate engage-
ment for the implementation of 
the plan.

Seeking international 
management status
The management plan 
enhances the chances of 
Nasoata being chosen a 
Ramsar site, a certified 
Wetland of International 
Importance.

http://panorama.solutions/en/solutions/co-management-bridging-biodiversity-conservation-and-fishing-rights

